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What’s happening this 
month...
Pregnancy testing

Facial Eczema prevention

Ryegrass staggers

Heat stress 

O.A.D milking

Increasing BTSCC

Spore counting

Zinc in water

Face-Guard zinc boluses

�FACIAL ECZEMA �PARASITES

This needs no explaining after last Generally the number of 
season. Quite simply, ensure you infectious larvae cattle are 
are getting adequate zinc into your exposed to peak in the late 
R1s and R2s. Bullets tend to be summer and early autumn. 
the most reliable method with Ensure you have a plan in 
many of the drenching and water place.
treatment programs proving 
inadequate under the severe �FEED QUANTITY/   
challenge of last autumn. FEED QUALITY

This may seem simple, but 
can be poorly managed! 
For your replacements to 
calve down and compete with 
older cows, they need your 
full attention. Late summer 
and early autumn is the 
danger period where growth 
rates can be static (in worst 
cases weights fall).

Consider the use of 
supplementary feeds in these 
stock if they are lacking.

How are your young stock faring?

Welcome Adrienne

This month we welcome Adrienne 
Robins to our vet team as Dairy & 
Companion Animal Intern. 

She grew up in NZ and completed a 
BSc at Massey before moving to Oz 
to complete a degree in Veterinary 
Science at Charles Sturt University in 
2015.

Adrienne has a particular interest in 
pathology and disease prevention.

Off duty she is aiming to get back into 
triathlon training and explore hiking 
and mountain bike tracks around NZ.

TMPurchase Face-Guard  

from MVS & go in the draw to 

Win 1 of 2 $500 

Gift Vouchers 

from Hunting & Fishing NZ

See in store for details

Late summer and early autumn coincides with several 
challenges for your young stock, making achieving target 
live-weights more difficult.



                                       Growth             Rainfall        Soil Temp          APC              BMSCC            

December 2016          59 KgDM/day          62 mm            19°C          2257 KgDM      137,000         

December 2015          50 KgDM/day          71 mm            20°C          2300 KgDM

Matamata Farm Statistics:

Lameness Seminar
ndTuesday 22  November

10.00am to 2.00pm

This signals a serious set back in the war against 
microbes. Bacteria can spread ‘instructions’ for 
antimicrobial resistance easily, so this development 
signalled an alarming development for global health 
officials.

What this and similar reports mean to us as 
veterinarians and you as farmers is that the choices . 
we make when prescribing and treating stock, will be 
under increasing scrutiny going forward. Although dairy farming has yet to be linked to 

antibiotic resistance in humans, it has been identified 
While this seems yet another load of bureaucratic as a serious risk by the World Health Organisation 
rubbish to keep the paper pushers in the ivory towers (WHO). Many European countries have already 
in work, it is actually a very serious matter that may banned the use of many of our current antibiotics 
well affect you directly! (essentially those in the red category below).

Given most farmers tend to ‘wear out’ requiring knee, We will be incorporating some of this additional 
hip and shoulder surgery before they ‘peg out’, you information focus into our annual RVM plan for next 
have much to personally gain from maintaining season.
efficacy of antimicrobials. 

Recent predictions forecast up to 35% of joint 
surgery will result in fatal infections in the next 

20 years at the current rate of developing 
resistance.

We need to ensure we are demonstrating responsible 
stewardship and use of antimicrobials more in future

Cost   $150.00

thRSVP by 16  November

In 2016 American doctors isolated from a female patient, a 
strain of Escherichia coli (E.coli) carrying the mrc-1 gene 
responsible for resisting colistin (a last-ditch antibiotic 
reserved for cases where other antibiotics have failed).

On farm antimicrobial use in the headlights

GREEN ANTIMICROBIALS
Used for the first-line therapy under guidelines
�Procaine penicillin (injectable Intracillin/Depocillin/Propercillin/Intracillin MC)
�Penethemate Hydriodide (Mamyzin)
�Oxytetracycline (Engemycin/Alamycin/Bivatop)

YELLOW ANTIMICROBIALS
Restricted to specific use and used as a second-line therapy under therapeutic guidelines
�Aminoglycosides (Vibrostrep)
�Semi-synthetic penicillins (Betamox)

st nd
�1  and 2  generation Cephalosporins (Spectrazol/Cepravin)
�Cloxacillin (Orbenin LA/Orbenin DCT/Dryclox DCT)
�Potentiated sulphonomides (Amphroprim)

RED ANTIMICROBIALS
Considered important in treating refractory (stubborn/resistant) human and animal 
infections

rd th
�3  and 4  generation Cephalosporins (Excenel/Excede LA)
�Fluroquinolones (Baytril/Marbocyl)
�Macrolides (Tylo/Tylan/Tyloguard)

E.coli  

Traffic light system for Antibiotic usage 
as per New Zealand Veterinary Association and WHO

This system has been devised to help guide antibiotic usage on dairy farms by the NZVA


